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JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
183:
I will say no more in answer to your letter, before I ca] see whether this brings things to an issue ; merely adding tha to, ask the Provost whether he would allow me this discretioi about the Sacrament, seems to me wrong ; it is like imposin conditions on him, and I think he should be supreme ; hi discretionary power being limited solely by the practicabilit of governing well by means of it,
Yours,
J. EL NEWMAN.
It
In July of this year Mr. Newman visited Cambridge, goin from thence to Mr. Hickards. To his Mother he gives h: lirst impressions of Cambridge.
Cambridge : July 16, 1832.
Having come to this place with no anticipations, I ai quite taken by surprise and overcome with delight. Thi doubtless, you will think premature in me, inasmuch as I ha-\ seen yet scarcely anything, and have been writing letters < business to Mr. Hose, and Kivingtons. But really, when I sa at the distance of four miles, on an extended plain, wider tha the Oxford, amid thicker and greener groves, the Alma Mati Caiitabrigiensis lying before me, I thought I should not 1 able to contain myself, and, in. spite of my regret at her presei defects and past history, and all that is wrong about her, seemed about to cry £ Floreat aiternum.' Surely there is (jenius loci here, as in« my own dear home ; and the nearer came to it the more I felt its power. I do really think tl place finer than Oxford, though I suppose it isn't, for everyoi says so. I like the narrow streets ; they have a character, ai they make the University buildings look larger by contrai 1 cannot believe that King's College is not far grander tin anything with us ; the stone, too, is richer, and the folia more thick and encompassing. I found my way from t town to Trinity College like old OEclipus, without guide, instinct ; how, I know not. I never studied the plan Cambridge.
Mr. Hose is away ; he is very ill, which accounts for 1 silence. Should you see Froucle, tell him he is married.
P4$, — Jjet me know about the cholera. I trust we sh have no cases, but it would distress nie deeply should a a occur \vhile I am away.of conscience to act upon it. Then the question will be whether the Provost will make it a point of conscience, on the other hand, to bid me administer it when I object. If so, dropping abstract views, it is frank to say, I should not consider myself bound to obey him in a matter so solemn. I will further say, that, at this very time (I may change my opinion, next week) I am disinclined towards the present rule of (practically) obliging the undergraduates to communicate.
